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Second Grade Language Arts StandardsSecond Grade Language Arts StandardsSecond Grade Language Arts StandardsSecond Grade Language Arts Standards    
 
Below you will find a summary of the Language Arts skills your child should have 
mastered by the end of second grade according to the Language Arts standards 
adopted by the State of California and the Chowchilla School District.  This information is 
being provided to you to inform you of the skills your child will be learning this year and 
to give you ideas of what to work on with your child at home in order to strengthen the 
skills he/she is learning in school. 
 
Reading Skills/Standards – Second Grade 
By the end of second grade, your child should be able to: 
*Recognize basic spelling patterns. 
*Recognize word parts (syllables). 
*Read 2 – syllable nonsense words and regular multisyllable words. 
*Recognize common abbreviations 
*Read words in regular and irregular plural form. 
*Read aloud with fluency, accuracy, intonation, and expression. 
*Identify antonyms (opposites) and synonyms.   (Means the same or almost  
 same). 
*Read and identify compound words and simple multiple meaning 
  words (homonyms). 
*Read and identify words with simple prefixes (beginnings) and suffixes  
  (endings). 
*Use titles, tables of content, and chapter headings to find information  
  in non-fiction texts. 
*State purposes for reading and identify authors’ purposes for writing  
  text. 
*Ask clarifying questions (why, what, if) and recognize cause and effect 
  relationships. 
*Restate facts and details to report information and organize ideas. 
*Interpret information from diagrams, charts, and graphs. 
*Read and follow 3-4 step written and oral instructions. 
*Compare and contrast plots and settings of similar stories written by 
  different authors. 
*Compare and contrast versions of the same story from different  
  cultures. 
*Recognize rhyme, rhythm, and alliteration in poetry.  (Repetition of beginning sounds.) 
 
Writing Skills/Standards – Second Grade 
By the end of second grade, your child should be able to: 
*Group related ideas to maintain focus when writing. 
*Revise original writing to sequence information and add details. 
*Write stories with logical sequence and detailed descriptions of  



  settings, characters, objects, and events. 
*Write a friendly letter with date, greeting, body, closing, and  
  signature. 
*Recognize complete sentences and correct the word order in sentences. 
*Spell high-frequency (sight) words. 
*Spell words containing basic short vowels, long vowels, r-controlled  
  vowels (ar, er, ir, or, and ur), and consonant blend patterns. 
*Identify nouns, verbs, and adjectives. 
*Use commas correctly. 
*Use quotation marks correctly. 
*Capitalize proper nouns in beginnings of sentences, greetings, months,  
  days of the week and titles. 
 
 
Listening and Speaking Skills 
*Give and follow 3 and 4 step directions. 
*Determine the purpose or purposes of listening to obtain information to 
  solve problems for enjoyment. 
*Ask for clarification and explanation of stories and ideas. 
*Organize presentations to maintain a clear focus. 
*Paraphrase information that has been shared orally by others. 
*Speak clearly and at an appropriate pace for the type of communication. 
*Recount experiences in a logical sequence. 
*Report on a topic with supported facts and details. 
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The teachers at Fuller School are committed to a quality literacy program that provides 
for learning to read and write in many different ways.  The four basic components of our 
reading program are outlined below. 
 
Teacher Read-Alouds 
Fuller teachers read to their students every day.  Many students will learn to read, but 
never become regular readers because they do not understand the purposes for 
reading.  Reading aloud to students models both how to read and the purposes for 
reading.  Teacher Read-Alouds also help students understand relationships between 
characters, themes, and plots in stories and teach students new information and 
vocabulary they can use in future reading and writing experiences.  Finally, reading 
aloud to students exposes them to language structure, good grammar, and the ability to 
use book language. 
 
 



Shared Reading 
Shared Reading is a step between reading to students and independent reading by 
students.  In Shared Reading, the teacher reads a story to students more than once 
(often using a Big Book).  The teacher then provides students opportunities to join in the 
reading and to experiment with expression while reading.  This method of reading 
instruction allows students to take over the task of reading gradually, rather than all at 
once.  During Shared Reading experiences, students make predictions about the story 
and clarify and extend their thinking. 
 
Guided Reading 
Guided Reading is an approach to reading instruction that allows students to gain control 
over text at their individual reading levels.  In Guided Reading, students with similar 
needs are grouped together to work from a leveled book that is neither too easy nor too 
difficult for the group members.  During Guided Reading instruction, the teacher assists 
students with strategies required to read the text including one-to-one matching, 
locating known words, predicting, self-correcting, fluency, and comprehension.  Students 
must be able to integrate all these strategies in order to read successfully. 
 
Independent Reading 
Once students have a variety of reading strategies in place, they spend time reading 
materials they have selected.  This independent reading occurs when students, on their 
own, read material that does not require the help of the teacher.  Independent reading 
allows students to select books from areas of personal interest and to work at their own 
pace.  Independent reading also allows student to practice and extend newly acquired 
reading skills.  Ideally, students should read 8-10 books throughout the day (home and 
school). 
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Writing instruction at Fuller School parallels reading instruction in that students begin 
writing with a lot of support and gradually move to independent writing.  The five basic 
components of our writing program are outlined below. 
 
Modeled Writing 
In Modeled Writing, the teacher thinks aloud and writes a text in order to demonstrate a 
writer’s thought process. 
 
Shared Writing 
In Shared Writing, the students and the teacher create the text together.  Generally 
students provide ideas and the teacher records the ideas for students.  The purpose of 
Shared Writing is to demonstrate that writing is speech written down. 
 



Interactive Writing 
Interactive Writing is a group writing experience that increases student participation in 
the act of writing.  During interactive writing, the teacher and students decide what is to 
be written.  Students are then selected to write as much of a word, sentence, or phrase 
as they are able to by listening for individual sounds or drawing on their knowledge of 
words.  The teacher fills in missing letters or sounds in order to create a text that has 
correct spelling.  These texts are often re-read many times by students during the year.  
The purpose of Interactive Writing is to teach students letter/sound relationships and 
conventions of print. 
 
Guided Writing  
During Guided Writing experiences, teachers teach mini-lessons and then provide 
students with a topic or form to model while writing.  This type of writing instruction 
allows teachers to isolate skills students need to learn and then to provide students with 
opportunities to practice these skills in the context of actual writing. 
 
Independent Writing 
Independent Writing allows students the freedom to choose topics of interest to them.  
Students do all the writing during Independent Writing and practice the writing process.  
Students must select a topic, write a draft, and then re-read, revise, and edit their 
writing.  Many students choose to publish these stories.  This process writing is often 
referred to as Writer’s Workshop.  Journal writing is another kind of independent writing 
frequently used at Fuller School. 
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The second grade uses the district adopted Harcourt Math program.  It is designed to 
help each student master the California Second Grade Math Standards. 
 
The Harcourt program consists of the following components: 
 

1.  Addition and Subtraction Facts through 20. 
2.  Place Value through 1000 
3.  Geometry 
4.  Measurement 
5.  2-3 Digit Addition 
6.  2-3 Digit Subtraction 
7.  Time and Money 
8.  Data and Probability 
9.  Multiplication (2’s, 5’s, 10’s) and Division 
10. Word Problems 
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The second grade uses the district adopted Macmillan/McGraw-Hill social studies 
program.  It addresses units in the following strands:   Commonality and Diversity, 
Continuity and Change, Interaction within Different Environments, Individualism and 
Interdependence, Conflict and Cooperation, and Our World (Geography, History, Civics 
and Government, Economics and Culture). 
 

 
ScienceScienceScienceScience    

 
The second grade uses the district adopted Houghton Mifflin Science series.  Second 
grade students explore science by studying Physical, Earth, Life and Environmental 
science in thematic units throughout the year.  Students engage in meaningful hands-on 
lessons that bring reality to the concept being taught.  Students are led through activities 
using investigation, observation and experimentation.   
 
 

CSTCSTCSTCST    TESTINGTESTINGTESTINGTESTING    
 
During the last week of April the second grade will be taking the California State Test 
(CST) or standard achievement for the State of California.  This is the first time students 
have taken this type of test; therefore it can be a difficult time for students and staff.  
Preparations are already underway to equip your student with the necessary skills to do 
well and feel prepared for this task.  In addition to the Core Curriculum we are using 
Mountain Math, Mountain Language and Standards Plus Math/Language Arts 
programs.  There are some things as a parent that you can do as well. 
 

1.   Help ensure that your child is well rested, attends school every   
     day, and is prepared to learn. 
2.  Talk to your child about the important things they are learning in  
     school. 
3.  Read daily with your child and question them about the story. 
4.  Maintain open communication with your child’s teacher. 

 
Working together and starting now we can make taking a standardized test a positive 
experience for your student and show the state what Fuller School can do. 
 


